ASHBURTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


ANmiAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

^tlEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH, 
Foi'  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1893. 


Gextleiies, — 

I have  the  pleasure  of  presenting  my 
annual  report  for  the  year,  1899,  to  you,  and  in  it 
you  uih  find  the  number  of  births  and  deaths,  as 
well  as  several  matters  affecting  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  the  district. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  district  comprises  the 
town  of  Ashburton,  as  well  as  the  parish,  which 
has  a large  rural  acreage,  the  two  combined  having 
an  acreage  of  6,925  acres,  and  a population,  accord- 
ing to  the  census  of  1891,  of  2,762,  which  figures 
I take  to  be  a correct  estimate  of  the  population, 
as  from  what  I can  gather  it  has  not  varied  since 
the  last  census. 

During  the  year,  1899,  the  table  A required  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  is  as  follows:  — 
Deaths  from  all  causes,  50,  20  of  whom  were  males 
and  30  females,  and  were  aged  respectively,  under 
one  year,  11 ; from  the  1st  to  the  5th  year,  2 ; from 
the  5th  to  the  15th  vear,  1 ; from  the  15th  to  the 
25th  year,  2 ; from  the  25th  to  the  65th  year,  19  ; 
whilst  above  the  latter  year  15  died,  three  of  whom 
exceeded  90  years.  These  figures  gave  a death 
rate  of  18.6  per  1 ooJ  of  the  population,  and  an 
infant  rate  of  3.99,  which  of  course  is  included 
in  the  general  death  rate.  The  deaths  were  classi- 
ged  as  follows: — -Under  5 years  of  age — ^Diarrhoea, 
3 : bronchitis,  3 ; all  other  diseases,  7.  Over  5 
years — Phthisis,  4 : bronchitis,  pleurisy,  and  pneu- 
monia, 4 ; heart  disease,  3 ; from  all  other  diseases, 
26 : three  of  which  were  cancer.  There  were  two 
cases  of  suicides,  and  one  of  suffocation  during  the 
year.  Three  inquests  were  held. 

Tlie  births  of  24  boys  and  23  girls — 47 — were  )e- 
gistered,  which  figures,  compared  with  the  deaths, 
give  a decrease  of  3 in  the  population. 

ZT310TI0  DISEASES. 

The  district  has  been  wonderfully  free  from  any 
of  the  above  notified  diseases,  only  six  oases  of 
erysipelas  haUng  been  reported,  and  no  case  of 
either  typhoid  or  typhus  fever,  diphtheria,  scarla- 
tina, membranous  croup,  or  puerperal  fever.  The 
six  cases  of  erysipelas  were  mild  ones,  and  did  nr-t 
assume  an  epidemic  form. 

The  slaughter  houses  are  very  much  improved, 
and  are  generally  kept  in  a sanitary  condition. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds  have  had  particular  atten- 
tion, and  a very  great  improvement  is  evident  in 
most  of  them.  They  have  been  regularly  inspected, 
and  cleanliness  insisted  on,  and  in  my  opinion  too 
much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  sanitation 
of  dairies  and  cowsheds,  as  the  third  Royal  Com- 


mission on  tuberculosis  points  out  the  fact  that 
tuberculosis-infected  milk  is  one  of  the  chief  sources 
of  infection,  and  especially  dangerous  when  derived 
from  cows,  whose  udders  are  affected,  and  that  the 
best  method  to  stop  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  in 
cows  as  in  other  animals  is  strict  attention  to  air 
space,  light  and  ventilation  in  their  houses,  and 
general  attention  to  complete  sanitation  of  the 
jiremises  and  surroundings.  They  also  recommend 
that  all  milch  cows  be  tested  by  tuberculir,  and  if 
found  infected  that  they  be  destroyed. 

Overcrowding. — There  is  still  a certain  amount 
of  over-crowding.  Several  cases  have  been  abated 
on  receipt  of  the  usual  notice  from  the  Coimcil. 

Sewerage. — ^The  sewerage  in  several  parts  of  the 
town  has  been  improved,  but  still  much  requires 
to  be  done  in  this  respect,  which  I have  no  doubt 
will  be  carried  out  in  due  course ; one  of  the  great- 
est improvements  being  the  erection  of  new  closits 
and  urinals  to  the  School  Board  premises. 

Water.- — I regret  to  -have  to  report  that  the  water 
supply  to  the  town  is  insufficient,  particularly  dur- 
ing the  summer  months,  but  the  Council  are  using 
their  best  endeavoius  to  increase  it,  which  I trust 
they  will  be  able  to  do  before  the  coming  summer. 
I have  tested  several  samples  of  water.  It  was 
found  necessary  to  close  the  infants’  department 
of  the  School  Board  for  a fortnight  in  Janu'.ry, 
owing  to  an  epidemic  of  chicken  pox  and  mumps. 

The  subject  of  a public  mortuary  has  been  before 
the  Council,  but  so  far  nothing  has  been  done. 

Disinfectants  have  been  freely  used  in  the  town, 
with  good  results. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  legal  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year. 

A smoke  testing  machine  has  been  provided,  and 
is  invaluable  for  testing  the  proper  constructioir 
of  sewers,  etc.  “ 

I append  a -summary  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 


report  for  the  year:  — 

Sanitary  complaints  received  52 

Number  of  notices  issued  33 

Number  of  nuisances  abated  62 

Number  of  visits  to  slaughter  houses  23 

Number  of  visits  to  dairies  and  cowsheds 30 

Plans  of  new  houses  and  alterations  5 

Number  of  houses  where  new  drainage  ha-s 

been  laid 34 

Private  closets  built  ]2 

Privies  converted  into  water-closets  b 


Manure  and  house  refuse  removed  about  350  tons. 
* The  above  report  is,  in  my  opinion,  very  satis- 
factory, and  shews  the  attention  which  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  pays  to  bis  duties. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
HENRY  S.  JOHNSON. 
Buckfastleigh,  April  6th,  1900. 
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